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2 0 2 0  h a s  b e e n  a n  e v e n t f u l  y e a r  t o  a l l  o f  u s  a n d  f o r  s o m e
a m o n g s t  u s ,  p e r h a p s  a  y e a r  t o  f o r g e t .  I t  h a s  b e e n  m u c h  l i k e
O k o n k w o ’ s  w o r s t  f a r m i n g  y e a r  i n  A c h e b e ’ s  T h i n g s  F a l l  A p a r t .
T h a t  y e a r ,  n o t h i n g  h a p p e n e d  a t  i t s  p r o p e r  t i m e  a n d  t h e  y e a r
h a d  g o n e  m a d .  H a r v e s t  w a s  s a d ,  l i k e  a  f u n e r a l ,  a n d  m a n y
f a r m e r s  w e p t  a s  t h e y  d u g  u p  t h e  m i s e r a b l e  a n d  r o t t i n g  y a m s .
O k o n k w o  k n e w  h e  w a s  a  f i e r c e  f i g h t e r ,  b u t  t h a t  y e a r  h a d
b e e n  e n o u g h  t o  b r e a k  t h e  h e a r t  o f  a  l i o n .  “ S i n c e  I  s u r v i v e d
t h a t  y e a r ”  h e  a l w a y s  s a i d ,  “ I  s h a l l  s u r v i v e  a n y t h i n g ” .  W e  d a r e
s a y  s i n c e  w e  h a v e  s u r v i v e d  t o  t h i s  p o i n t ,  w e  s h a l l  s u r v i v e
a n y t h i n g  e l s e  t h a t  g e t s  t h r o u g h  a t  u s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .
.  
W h i l s t  s a y i n g  t h i s ,  w e  m u s t  n o n e t h e l e s s  s p a r e  a  t h o u g h t  f o r
t h o s e  w h o  l o s t  t h e i r  j o b s  a n d  t h o s e  w h o s e  b u s i n e s s  s u f f e r e d .
W e  c a n n o t  f e e l  y o u r  l o s s  b u t  w e  d o  e m p a t h i s e  a n d  p r a y  t h a t
l i k e  t h e  p r o v e r b i a l  p h o e n i x ,  y o u  w i l l  r i s e  f r o m  t h e  a s h e s  t o
h e i g h t s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  y o u  h a v e  e v e r  b e e n .

T h e  y e a r  s t a r t e d  w i t h  p l a n s  i n  e a r n e s t  t o  o r g a n i s e  a n  A f r i c a n
D a y  e v e n t  w i t h  a  l i v e  J o l l o f  R i c e  c o o k i n g  c o m p e t i t i o n  w h i c h
w a s  s l a t e d  f o r  t h e  3 0 t h  o f  M a y  a t  J o h n  S m i t h s  B a y  b e a c h .
T h i s  e v e n t  w a s  t o  f o l l o w  u p  o n  o u r  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  e v e n t  a t
t h e  s a m e  v e n u e  a s  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r .   K e n y a ,  G h a n a ,  S i e r r a
L e o n e ,  S e n e g a l ,  N i g e r i a  a n d  Z i m b a b w e  w e r e  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  t o
b e  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h i s  c o m p e t i t i o n .  T h e  e v e n t  w a s  c a n c e l l e d
d u e  t o  C o v i d - 1 9  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  

N o t  t o  b e  o u t d o n e  b y  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o f  t h e  p a n d e m i c ,  w e
o r g a n i s e d  a  v i r t u a l  m u s i c  s e s s i o n  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  J o l l o f  R i c e
c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  o u r  o w n  K i m a n i  N g u g i  s e r e n a d i n g  u s  w i t h
s o m e  g o o d  A f r i c a n  m u s i c .  A  v i r t u a l  q u i z  w a s  a l s o  o r g a n i s e d
o n  t h e  s a m e  n i g h t  a n d  i t  i s  f a i r  t o  s a y  t h a t  i t  w a s  a  U g a n d a n
a f f a i r . T h e  t h r e e  w i n n e r s  f r o m  f i r s t  t o  t h i r d  w e r e  B r i a n
R u b u u b i ,  J e a n  A k o l  a n d  I s a a c  K a b u n g a .
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T o w a r d s  t h e  e n d  o f  M a y ,  o u r  b r o t h e r  P a u l  N j o r o g e  c o n t a c t e d
u s  a n d  i n f o r m e d  u s  t h a t  o n  t h e  d a y  o f  h i s  t e s t i m o n y  t o  t h e  U S
C o n g r e s s ,  B o e i n g  h a d  c o m m i t t e d  t o  s e t t i n g  u p  a  f u n d  t o
s u p p o r t  f a m i l i e s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  t h e  3 4 6  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e
E t h i o p i a n  A i r l i n e s  F l i g h t  3 0 2  a n d  L i o n  A i r  F l i g h t  6 1 0  p l a n e
c r u s h e s .  A f f e c t e d  f a m i l i e s  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  s e l e c t / a d v i s e  o n
p r o g r a m s ,  p r o j e c t s ,  o r  c h a r i t i e s  t o  b e  f u n d e d  a n d  h e  c h o s e  t o
h a v e  a  $ 4 0 , 0 0 0  a l l o c a t i o n  g i v e n  t o  c a u s e s  i n  B e r m u d a  i n  t h e
n a m e  o f  C a r o l i n e  Q u i n n s  a n d  J u m u i y a  y a  A f r i k a .  W e  s e l e c t e d
t h e  F a m i l y  C e n t r e  a n d  S C A R S  t o  s h a r e  t h e  f u n d s  a n d  w e  a r e
p l e a s e d  t o  a d v i s e  t h a t  b o t h  m a d e  s u b m i s s i o n s  t o  t h e
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  o f  t h e  f u n d  a n d  w o u l d  m o s t  l i k e l y  r e c e i v e  t h e i r
d o n a t i o n s  e a r l y  i n  2 0 2 1 .  W e  a r e  g r a t e f u l  t o  o u r  b r o t h e r  f o r
c o n s i d e r i n g  B e r m u d a n  c a u s e s  f o r  t h i s  d o n a t i o n  a n d  w e  h a v e
n o  d o u b t  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  g o  a  l o n g  w a y  t o  f u r t h e r  t h e  w o n d e r f u l
w o r k  t h a t  t h e s e  t w o  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  d o  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  

T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a  v e r y  e n c o u r a g i n g  w o r k s t r e a m  b e i n g  l e d  b y  o u r
b r o t h e r  P i e r r e - C h a r l e s  T i a n i  t o  l o o k  a t  p o o l i n g  t o g e t h e r
r e s o u r c e s  a n d  e x p e r t i s e  w i t h i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  t o  c o n s i d e r
i n v e s t m e n t s  f o r  m u t u a l  g a i n .   I f  t h e r e  a r e  a n y  i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h i s ,
p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  P i e r r e - C h a r l e s .

T h e  w i n n e r s  p i c t u r e d  a b o v e  f r o m  r i g h t  t o  l e f t ,  B r i a n  R u b u u b i ,  J e a n  A k o l  a n d
I s a a c  K a b u n g a  w i t h  C o v i d  p r o t o c o l s  d u l y  o b s e r v e d !



Build membership for the Charity,
Explore opportunities with the Ministry of Education and the Libraries,
Organise an exhibition of African Art at which the Charity will be formally
launched,
Arrange an input for the May parade if possible,
Organise an Africa day event with a Jollof Rice contest on the 29th of May, 
Organise a summer cruise and
Organise a Christmas event.

Arguably, the highlight of the year has been the formal registration of a charity
by name Jumuiya ya Afrika to serve as a platform to get us together to
promote the cultural and economic synergies between Bermuda and Africa.
The Charity will be governed by its trustees, have patrons as support and
advisory capacity and two classes of memberships; full members and
honourary members. The trustees are Henry Thomas, Nana Otu Turkson,
Priscilla Ogamba, Phoka Makakole, William Randolph, Tinashe Johnson, Jean
Akol and Rotimi Martins. For patrons, we currently have Ronita Teye-
Botchway, Sylvanus Nawab and Amoti Nyabongo. We hope that as many of
you as possible would sign up to be members and contribute to make the
charity successful now and in the years to come. For more information, please
visit the website through www.jumuiya.bm 

Further to the forming of the charity and under its banner, below are the
tentative activities we hope to organise in 2021; 

It is worth mentioning that because the Charity’s reporting year is from
September to September, this would be our last new year report. Our next
report would be done in September 2021 so as to start the new cycle.

Finally, for all who in diverse ways have assisted us throughout the year in the
formation of the charity, cooking, organising events, contributing financially
etc, we say thank you. Many a time, it is the devoted hours and contributions
some dedicated brothers and sisters which culminate in the successful events
we are able to put up. There is not a lot we could have achieved if it had not
been for the roles each and every one of you played.

Happy New Year!

Trustees
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